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VETUS Announces Integration of BOW
PRO Thrusters with Mercury Marine
Joystick Piloting System

Miami International Boat Show, February 16-20, Booth 1514

VETUS has collaborated with Mercury Marine® to enable the integration of
its BOW PRO thrusters with Mercury Joystick Piloting for Outboards (JPO).

The compatible systems join seamlessly to create a compelling solution that
enhances the joystick piloting experience. The integration provides increased



control of any size boat with twin or more Mercury Verado outboards.

Achieved using a bow thruster integration kit from Mercury, the new systems
integration allows Mercury to capitalize on the unique features and
advantages of the VETUS BOW PRO thruster range, including the NMEA
2000-certified CAN bus interface allowing control of the proportional thruster
from Mercury’s joystick. Further benefits of the extremely efficient BOW PRO
units are the built-in safety features, enabling boaters to extensively use their
system without overload or overheating issues, and the industry’s first
boosted charging capabilities as standard with the BOW PRO Boosted range.

VETUS MAXWELL U.S. President Chris DeBoy said: “VETUS has introduced
unique technology within our expanding BOW PRO thruster family to make
life easier onboard for skippers and crew. To offer the best user experience of
the series, it is vital we continue to work closely with the best manufacturers
on system integration. We are therefore delighted to collaborate with
Mercury Marine® to combine our thrusters with their joystick piloting
solution. We are confident that the significant benefits of both systems will
offer a leading option for OEMs and an improved experience for users. To
further expand integration possibilities in the future, VETUS is working on an
analog interface to allow control of the BOW PRO series from analog devices,
such as single-lever control thruster buttons.”

The VETUS-Mercury Marine integrated solution requires next-generation
Digital Throttle & Shift (DTS) controls and is applicable for use with Verado
outboards of 250 hp and more, on boats with twin or more engines.

The VETUS BOW PRO thruster family includes 22 models for tunnels ranging
from 110 to 300 mm and 12 V to 48 V. The latest additions to the range are
the new BOW PRO Boosted 300 series for boats up to 30 m/95 ft.

Benefits of the BOW PRO units include the VETUS CAN bus interface which
allows control of the thruster across a NMEA 2000 network while also
providing status updates from the thruster back to the network. Safety
features prevent damage to the batteries due to low-voltage or overheating
the thruster.

All VETUS BOW PRO Boosted models, which include the 24- and 48-V units,
feature a BOW PRO motor controller with an integrated step-up charger. This
enables charging of a 24-V thruster bank from a 12-V charging supply or a



48-V thruster bank from a 24-V charging supply in case of the bigger BOW
PRO models. Larger outboard boats can take advantage of this feature while
installing a larger 24-V BOW PRO thruster and always have the confidence
the thruster is ready when needed.

VETUS is at the Miami International Boat Show in Booth 1514.
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About VETUS – Creator of Boat Systems

Founded in 1964, VETUS sets the global standard in the design and
manufacturing of complete onboard boat systems—including engines,
generators, bow thrusters and control panels—for recreational and small
commercial vessels. VETUS prides itself on innovation and engineers the
majority of its 4,000+ product lineup in-house. The company’s commitment to
quality, reliability, and delivering a superior customer experience has earned
the trust of boaters, yacht builders, and marine training establishments all
over the world.

VETUS has its headquarters in the Netherlands, with subsidiaries in 17 other
countries and an unparalleled worldwide distribution and service network.

http://www.vetus.com

