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Search and Rescue Operation off Key
Largo Saves Five Lives by Honing In on
ACR Electronics EPIRB

Angler Jacob Tanner: “In about 20 or 30 seconds the water rushed in. One guy
was inside the boat’s console opening up the door to get the life jackets and it
locked on his leg.”

406Day raises beacon awareness this April 6th

Fort Lauderdale, FL on April 6, 2022 – Sea angler Jacob Tanner, from Broward



County, Florida, has told how activating an ACR Electronics EPIRB
(Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon) saved his and four other lives
when a day out fishing went terrifyingly wrong.

Jacob had taken his uncle and three of his uncle’s friends out in the family’s
25ft leisure fishing boat off Key Largo and had started kite fishing while
drifting in around 150ft of open water. Waves were about 5 or 6ft, but slow
rollers quite a distance apart.

Watch video on YouTube here

Jacob takes up the story in a new ACR interview: “There were no problems,
everything was going great. Everyone was having fun.”

He looked down and saw a few inches of water in the floor well, but that was
not unusual, so after making a couple of checks he started fishing again.

However, everything was far from normal. After feeling water go over his
boots, he tried to start the engine, but nothing happened. Turning round, he
saw that the right corner of boat’s stern was already under the water.

Then everything went very quickly wrong.

Jacob said: “In about 20 or 30 seconds the water rushed in. One guy was
inside the boat’s console opening up the door to get the lifejackets and it
locked on his leg. So, we’re trying to get that open and I’m trying to hail
mayday on the radio. Everything happened so fast. I had my phone in my

//www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSmEGlDFxZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSmEGlDFxZg


hand and the boat flips over, all within 15 to 30 seconds.”

The man was freed from the door, but, as the boat flipped completely over, a
line caught around Jacob’s and another man’s legs. He said: “My mom always
tells me to break this habit, but I was able to break the line with my teeth.”

It was 80-pound braid, so that was no mean feat.

The five men found themselves in the water. The boat had completely sunk
and they had no lifejackets. They had gone down in the console. Jacob, who
played water polo for five years, was able to tread water holding his cell
phone out of the water, while the other four floated on two plastic bean bag
chairs that had been on deck.

Jacob had set off that morning with a Go Box containing the EPIRB radio, but
it had been in the console and disappeared with the boat.

Then what seemed like a miracle happened.

The box containing the life-saving ACR EPIRB suddenly floated to the surface,
right next to Jacob who grabbed it and set it off. He then also managed to
call 911 on his cell phone.

Despite his phone going in and out of service, he managed to contact the
Monroe County Sherriff’s office who set up a three-way call with the U.S.
Coast Guard. They kept in touch as a major search and rescue operation
swung into action centered on the EPIRB signal.

After being in the water for about two hours they were rescued by a Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Contender boat. It was only
when they were safely on board that Jacob saw the many coastguard boats
and a helicopter circling overhead, all drawn to their exact location by the
EPIRB signal.

Asked about the life-saving device from ACR Electronics, he said: “I take it
everywhere, whether I am in the Glades out hunting, fishing, duck hunting,
now every time I go offshore I have it on my side or in a bag with me.
Without it, honestly, I probably wouldn’t be sitting here right now.”



All survivors who activate their ACR 406 MHz beacon in a rescue receive a
free replacement beacon for sharing their story through the ground-breaking
ACR SurvivorClub initiative.

Jacob Tanner tells his story of the rescue in a new video released by ACR
Electronics.

This April 6th, the 10th annual 406Day campaign will raise awareness about
406 MHz beacons by promoting the importance of EPIRBs, PLBs (Personal
Locator Beacon) and ELTs (Emergency Locator Transmitter). ACR Electronics
is urging boaters, outdoor enthusiasts and aviators to understand the life-
saving features of 406 MHz beacons, as well as the responsibilities of owning
a device, so they can enjoy the outdoors safely this year and help the
emergency services to find them quickly when a rescue operation is
necessary.

Ends

For further information, please contact:

Mikele D’Arcangelo

Ocean Signal / ACR Electronics

Tel: +1 954 862 2115

E-mail: mikele.darcangelo@acrartex.com

www.acrartex.com

www.OceanSignal.com

Jules Riegal

Saltwater Stone

https://www.acrartex.com/survivor-stories/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSmEGlDFxZg
http://www.acrartex.com
http://www.oceansignal.com/


Tel: +44 (0)1202 669244

j.riegal@saltwater-stone.com

www.saltwater-stone.com

About ACR Electronics, Inc.

As a world leader in safety and survival technologies for over 65 years, ACR
Electronics, Inc. designs and manufactures cutting-edge rescue beacons and
survival equipment for the marine, outdoor, aviation and military markets.
ACR Electronics marine and outdoor products are engineered to work in all
conditions when needed the most and include Emergency Position-Indicating
Radio Beacons (EPIRB), Personal Locator Beacons (PLB), Search and Rescue
Transponders (SART), VHF, two-way satellite communication devices,
Automatic Identification Systems (AIS), Man Overboard (MOB), emergency
lights, search lights, and other associated safety accessories.

ACR Electronics operates within the ACR Group of companies, which spans a
portfolio of brands including Bivy, ARTEX, Ocean Signal, United Moulders Ltd
(UML), SKYTRAC Systems, Flight Data Systems, Latitude Technologies, NAL
Research, and FreeFlight Systems. ACR Electronics is the foremost
development center for emergency beacons that are designed with one
purpose: to save lives. For more information go to www.ACRARTEX.com.
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