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Ocean Signal Wins Overall Dame Design
Award 2022 for rescueME PLB3 AIS
Personal Locator Beacon

METSTRADE 2022, November 15th to 17th, Stand 03.438

Ocean Signal has won the Overall DAME Design Award 2022 for its rescueME
PLB3 AIS Personal Locator Beacon (PLB).

Jury Chair Andre Hoek presented the world-renowned award to the Ocean
Signal team at the METSTRADE Breakfast Briefing following judgment by an



international panel of leading design and user experts.

Described as “the standout product in the Jury room”, the next generation
Cospas-Sarsat approved PLB offers boaters the most powerful safety solution
for rapid rescue in a MOB (Man Overboard) Emergency, even if the survivor is
incapacitated.

Ocean Signal Managing Director James Hewitt said: “We are delighted to
receive this recognition from the DAME jury for the rescueME PLB3. We are
proud to offer our customers a new level of safety with a Personal Locator
Beacon offering more features than ever before. The team here at Ocean
Signal dedicated many hours to perfecting an advanced PLB to save
thousands of lives, so it is hugely rewarding to receive this prestigious
industry award. We set out to combine the latest technologies, including RLS,
AIS and mobile connectivity with NFC, while retaining the compact,
innovative and user-friendly design that Ocean Signal customers expect.”

The official DAME Jury comment said: “The headline news of the compact
PLB3 is its combination of an AIS man overboard device and GPS with a
Cospas-Sarsat personal locator beacon, Galileo Return Link Service and even
visible and infrared signal lights. In a rescue situation speed is always of the
essence and this unit provides the very best chance for survival through this
combination of long- and short-range detection. The design detail goes even
further though, in items like the well-illustrated instruction manual and in a
Near Field Communication app that enables you to test the PLB3 using your
mobile telephone.

“Its harnessing of multiple technologies to save lives in such a small unit and
obvious attention to design detail made the Ocean Signal rescueME PLB3 AIS
Personal Locator Beacon the standout product in the Jury room and a worthy
DAME Award 2022 winner.”

In an industry first, the mobile connected device offers an unprecedented
level of safety and reassurance by combining the global response capabilities
of the 406 MHz Cospas-Sarsat satellite rescue services with AIS (Automatic
Identification System) technology to alert nearby vessels of a MOB (man
overboard) emergency.

The rescueME PLB3, once activated, sounds an alarm transmitting an AIS
MOB signal to all vessels within VHF range indicating a MOB emergency,



while simultaneously, quickly and accurately relaying your location to a
worldwide network of search and rescue satellites - ensuring survivors are
given the best chance of a rapid rescue on both a local and global scale.

Ocean Signal has also integrated Near Field Communications (NFC) and
Return Link Service (RLS) compatibility into the device. Using the free Ocean
Signal mobile app and NFC technology, users can monitor and track the
performance of their beacons - the benefit of using NFC in the PLB3 is that
the power used for communication comes from the mobile and not the
beacon. The critical addition of RLS alerting technology provides assurance to
users by verifying that their distress signal has been received by the
authorities, a feature which has proven to be extremely valuable in the past.

Designed to be installed within a life jacket, the beacon is capable of
automatically activating upon inflation and offers GNSS positioning, 406 MHz
and 121.5 MHz signals, and visible and infrared strobe lights for final location
in low visibility rescues.

With Ocean Signal collecting the winning honours in the ‘Lifesaving and
Safety Equipment’ category, there was a double celebration as sister brand
ACR Electronics was awarded a Special Mention for its ACR GlobalFix V5 AIS
EPIRB.

The official Jury Comment said the AIS EPIRB is a “Well-designed very fully
featured EPIRB offering AIS, Near Field Communication technology, GNSS
positioning, 406 MHz Cospas-Sarsat distress signals with Return Link service
and 121.5 MHz local homing”.

Launched in 1991, the DAME Design Award is now the largest marine
equipment competition in the world. The award raises awareness of all
aspects of marine equipment design, from aesthetics to functionality,
integration to packaging, and price efficiency to lifecycle management.

A total of 48 products in seven categories were shortlisted for the 31st DAME
Award competition, from a field of 104 entries spanning 14 countries. This
year, six products took Category wins, 13 more received Special Mentions and
the Jury named its first Environmental Design Award.

Ends



Note for editors:

Press call: All media at METSTRADE are invited to the ACR Electronics/Ocean
Signal stand 03.438 in Hall 3 today (Tuesday) at 12pm for a short
presentation and an opportunity to see the new products. Product images,
specification sheets and more information are available here: PLB3 - Dropbox

The Ocean Signal rescueME PLB3 is marketed to Europe, Africa, Australia and
New Zealand, under the Ocean Signal brand. The ACR ResQLink™ AIS PLB
from ACR Electronics, Inc. is marketed to the US, Canada, and Americas.

This device has not yet been authorized as required by the Rules of the FCC
and does not comply with the requirements of RED (Radio Equipment
Directive). This device is not, and may not be offered for sale or lease, or sold
or leased until such authorization is obtained.

For further information, please contact:

Mikele D’Arcangelo

Ocean Signal / ACR Electronics

Tel: +1 954 862 2115

E-mail: mikele.darcangelo@acrartex.com

www.OceanSignal.com

Jules Riegal

Saltwater Stone

Tel: +44 (0)1202 669244

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ocsl932vnryzng1/AAAW0r1wUijyD97M7D7Ty1e3a/Ocean%20Signal/Products%20Launch%20Materials/PLB3?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
mailto:mikele.darcangelo@acrartex.com
http://www.OceanSignal.com


j.riegal@saltwater-stone.com

www.saltwater-stone.com

About Ocean Signal

Communication and safety at sea specialist Ocean Signal™ is driven by its
key commitment to saving lives. Setting the highest industry standard in
technology innovation and quality of product, Ocean Signal is a worldwide
leader in the design and manufacture of satellite and terrestrial emergency
rescue beacons based upon VHF/UHF, AIS, DSC, GNSS and battery
technologies. Its best-in-class range of survival products includes Emergency
Position-Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRB), Personal Locator Beacons (PLB),
Man Overboard (MOB), Search and Rescue Transponders (SART), VHF radios,
Automatic Identification System (AIS) transponders, electronic distress flares
and more. Ocean Signal products provide maritime, governmental and
military, aviation, as well as outdoor users the confidence that their
equipment will work to, and beyond, their expectations when it is required
most. For more information, go to www.oceansignal.com.

Ocean Signal operates within the ACR Group of companies, which spans a
portfolio of brands including ACR Electronics, ARTEX, Bivy, United Moulders
Ltd (UML), SKYTRAC, Flight Data Systems, Latitude Technologies, NAL
Research, and FreeFlight Systems. As a world leader in safety and survival
technologies for over 65 years, ACR Electronics is the foremost development
center for emergency beacons, manufacturing and supporting cutting-edge
rescue beacons and survival equipment for the marine, aviation, outdoor and
military markets. For more information go to www.ACRARTEX.com.
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