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Kongsberg’s advanced Maritime
Broadband Radio solution granted FCC
waiver

Oslo, Norway, 9th May 2023 – The United States Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) granted permission to Kongsberg to use the 5.725-5.850
GHz communications band for its Maritime Broadband Radio (MBR) products.
The permission was granted in 2022, with a focus on deliveries in 2023 and
beyond.

The FCC is an independent U.S. government agency overseen by Congress



and is the federal agency responsible for implementing and enforcing
America’s communications law and regulations. This includes interstate and
international communications by radio, television, wire, satellite, and cable.

“Waivers like this are hard to get and the process normally takes several years,
however it does happen for new technology or operations that do not completely
fit into existing regulations,” said Vidar Bjørkedal, Vice President of Kongsberg
Discovery. “Only experimental operations were permitted before the waiver was
in place. This ruling gives Kongsberg a competitive advantage in the US market.”

Kongsberg’s MBR products transfer large volumes of data between vessels,
between vessels and shore, and between vessels and their remote or
autonomous vehicles. Kongsberg MBR’s have been used around the global to
support maritime applications where digital high-speed reliable
communication and data transfer are crucial for efficient and safe operations.
MBR products are the key to making autonomous surface vehicles or
remotely operated vehicles effective.

The MBR 179 MK2 and the MBR 189 MK2 have radiate power that exceeds
the FCC 15.407 regulation, thus requiring a waiver for operating in the US
market. The FCC waiver allows the use of the two full array products divided
into four available frequencies for maritime operations.

All radio products for sale in the US require an equipment specific FCC ID.
With the waiver in place, the MBR 179 and 189 units can be certified under
FCC 15.407 and obtain an FCC ID and market access. The MBR 144 product
line was already available in the US with certification under FCC 15.407
directly.

Some territorial limitations still apply on some channels around Patrick Air
Force base in Florida and Vandenberg Air Force Base in California, as well as
zones around Wallops Islands, Virginia and Coquina, North Carolina.
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About Kongsberg Discovery

Kongsberg Discovery develops, manufactures, and delivers innovative
technology to enhance knowledge, surveillance, and sustainability in the
ocean space. From the deepest sea to outer space, our unique offering allows
our customers to understand complex environments, mitigate risk and
achieve ambitious objectives.

Our portfolio spans hydro acoustics with sonars and echo-sounders, marine
robotics, inertial navigation, communication, underwater and above-surface
position reference systems using laser, radar and GNSS technologies. Our
technology combined with deep application knowledge and software
expertise provides significant value for our customers.
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With a worldwide presence and over 1,000 dedicated employees, Kongsberg
Discovery offers diverse domain expertise and a commitment to delivering
the best service, standards, and solutions.

About Kongsberg

KONGSBERG is a leading global technology corporation delivering mission-
critical solutions with extreme performance for customers that operate under
extremely challenging conditions. The group has fulfilled demanding
customers’ needs and adapted to changing market conditions throughout its
proud 200-year-old history.
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