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Integrated technology for research
vessels in the spotlight as RRS Sir David
Attenborough officially named

• KONGSBERG ship design, autonomous vehicles, operational and
digital technology, and scientific research solutions ready for
decades of discovery 

Kongsberg, Norway, 30th September 2019 – One of the world’s most
advanced polar research vessels, RRS Sir David Attenborough, has been



officially named at a special naming ceremony held at Cammell Laird’s
Birkenhead, UK, shipyard on Thursday, 26 September 2019. The milestone
event, attracting over 600 invited guests and more than 4,000 members of
the public, represented the centrepiece in a three-day celebration of British
science, shipbuilding and engineering, which also included schools and
family days.

KONGSBERG’s integrated systems are central to the vessel’s position as one
of the most advanced research vessels ever built. Commissioned by the
Natural Environment Research Council and constructed by Cammell Laird for
operation with British Antarctic Survey, the RRS Sir David Attenborough is
designed to carry out intensive, multi-disciplinary missions of scientific
significance, with minimal impact on the ocean environment it will be used
to study.

“KONGSBERG has supported development of theRRSSir David Attenborough from
the very early days, helping us to realise our vision for such a unique and
pioneering ship. Our missions will take us to the most remote areas with the most
extreme conditions, but we are confident that the technology onboard will enable
safe navigation and control, as well as capture of the data our scientists need to
address the environmental challenges that we all face today, and in the future,”
said Professor Dame Jane Francis, Director of British Antarctic Survey.

Thanks to sophisticated, green, cost-effective solutions including an energy
management system, cutting-edge sensors and remotely-operated robotic
technologies which all come under Kongsberg Maritime’s ‘Full Picture’ scope
of delivery, the RRS Sir David Attenborough’s design focuses on fuel and
logistical efficiency, and is expected to save in excess of £100 million in
operating expenditure over the course of its 30-year lifespan.

“Knowing the importance of deep-ocean and under-ice research, it’s an honour to
be trusted with enabling safe and efficient marine operations on the RRSSir David
Attenborough, as well as providing the platform for the data capture and analysis
that will engender new scientific insight. We wish all those working onboard
every success, and anticipate some amazing findings as the ship embarks on the
first of its long research voyages,” said Egil Haugsdal, President, Kongsberg
Maritime.
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About Kongsberg Maritime

Kongsberg Maritime is a global marine technology company providing
innovative and reliable ‘Full Picture’ technology solutions for all marine
industry sectors including merchant, offshore, cruise, subsea and naval.
Headquartered in Kongsberg, Norway, Kongsberg Maritime has
manufacturing, sales and service facilities in 34 countries.

Kongsberg Maritime solutions cover all aspects of marine automation, safety,
manoeuvring, navigation, and dynamic positioning as well as energy
management, deck handling and propulsion systems, and ship design
services. Subsea solutions include single and multibeam echo sounders,
sonars, AUV and USV, underwater navigation and communication systems.

Training courses at locations globally, LNG solutions, information
management, position reference systems and technology for seismic and
drilling operations are also part of the company’s diverse technology



portfolio. Additionally, Kongsberg Maritime provides services within EIT
(Electro, Instrument & Telecom) engineering and system integration, on an
EPC (Engineering, Procurement & Construction) basis.

Kongsberg Maritime is part of Kongsberg Gruppen (KONGSBERG), an
international, knowledge-based group that celebrated 200 years in business
during 2014. KONGSBERG supplies high-technology systems and solutions to
customers in the oil and gas industry, the merchant marine, and the defence
and aerospace industries.
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