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Annual 406Day Highlights Importance of
Emergency Beacons as Participation in
Boating and Outdoor Activities Continues
to Rise

ACR Electronics and safety partners join forces to help new boaters, hikers and
aviators understand the benefits of life-saving 406 MHz EPIRBs, PLBs and ELTs

Fort Lauderdale, FL on April 06, 2021 – Today, on April 6th, safety partners are
joining forces again to mark the annual 406Day, raising awareness and



promoting the benefits of emergency beacons as interest in outdoor
recreational activities continues to surge.

With more people than ever looking for ways to socially distance and head
out on the water or try new adventures in the mountains, tracks, trails and
other remote areas, the 406Day message highlighting the importance of
EPIRBs (Emergency Position-Indicating Radio Beacon), PLBs (Personal Locator
Beacon) and ELTs (Emergency Locator Transmitter) takes on even greater
significance in 2021.

This 406Day (#406Day21), ACR Electronics and aviation, outdoor and boating
safety partners are urging new boaters, outdoor enthusiasts and aviators to
understand the life-saving features of 406 MHz beacons, as well as the
responsibilities of owning a device, so they can enjoy the outdoors safely this
year and help the emergency services to find them quickly when a rescue
operation is necessary.

In 2020, sales of new powerboats in the U.S. increased by an estimated 12
percent according to the NMMA and boat sales are expected to remain at
historic levels this year, meaning millions more Americans are experiencing
life on the water with the number of first-time boat buyers also increasing.

Mikele D’Arcangelo, Vice President of Global Marketing & Product
Management, ACR Electronics, said: “The exceptional level of interest in safe
outdoor recreational activities, including boating, looks likely to remain this
year and beyond, so it is really important that people are properly prepared
and equipped at all times. For the last nine years, 406Day has successfully
raised awareness about 406 MHz Emergency Locator Beacons, particularly
how to test and register your beacon. This year, our focus is to help new
boaters and outdoor adventurers to understand that this technology exists,
how it works, and that it is essential gear to have in your backpack, on your
boat, or in your ditch bag. Ready for activation in an emergency to instantly
access rescue services via the satellite network, these beacons are very easy
to use, very affordable and do not require subscriptions. They will provide you
and your family with peace of mind - and could end up saving your life.”

For new users, ACR is raising awareness about the different types of beacons
which operate on the 406 MHz frequency - EPIRBs for boats, PLBs for anyone
participating in boating, watersports and outdoor adventures, and ELTs for
planes. Carried ready for activation in an emergency to instantly access



rescue services via the designated 406 MHz Cospas-Sarsat satellite system,
each 406 MHz beacon transmits a unique digital code that identifies the type
of beacon and allows registration data to be associated with the device. The
registration data provides information such as the beacon owner, the type of
vessel and emergency points of contact. All beacon owners should then
update their beacon registration, check their battery expiration date, and self-
test their beacons to make sure they are working perfectly.

ACR Electronics offers the following simple advice to beacon owners to
ensure their EPIRB, PLB or ELT will operate effectively in the event of an
emergency.

• Check the battery expiration date – Each beacon is marked with
the Month and Year the battery needs to be replaced.

• Update your beacon registration – Make sure your contact
information is correct and your emergency contacts information
is accurate to best assist Search and Rescue.

• Double check your beacon registration number matches your
beacon – This is especially important if you hand wrote your
registration and mailed it in.

• Test your beacon – 406Day is about getting beacon owners to be
more comfortable with their beacon, so do a self-test and make
sure it’s working perfectly.

• Save a Friend – Take a picture with your EPIRB, PLB, or ELT and
share it on your social media accounts using the hashtags
#406Day21 and #beaconssavelives and tag some friends that you
think might need one.

More than 48,000 lives have been saved worldwide since the mid-1980s by
using emergency distress 406 MHz beacon signals and the Cospas-Sarsat
system. Check out how the rescue system works here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOnei5vv7Yc
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For more information, please contact:

Mikele D’Arcangelo
ACR Electronics
Mikele.Darcangelo@acrartex.com+1 954-862-2115
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or

Jules Riegal
Saltwater Stone
j.riegal@saltwater-stone.com+44 (0)1202 669244

About ACR Electronics, Inc.

ACR Electronics, Inc., designs and manufactures a complete line of safety and
survival products for the brands ACR, ARTEX, Skytrac, Flight Data Systems,
Ocean Signal, United Moulders (UML), Latitude Technologies and NAL
Research. Available products include Emergency Position-Indicating Radio
Beacons (EPIRBs), Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs), ARTEX Emergency
Locator Transmitters (ELTs), Flight Data Monitoring, GADSS, Search and
Rescue Transponders (SARTs), Strobe Lights, Life Jacket Lights and Inflators,
Boat Search Lights, and other associated safety accessories. ACR’s facility
Quality Management System (QMS) is certified by TUV USA and is certified in
accordance with AS9100C / ISO 9001:2008 standards. Recognized as a world
leader in safety and survival technologies for over 60 years, ACR has provided
life-saving equipment to the marine, outdoor, aviation industries as well as to
various government agencies worldwide. For more information go to
www.ACRARTEX.com
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