
The AustinBlu Foundation was established by the parents of Austin Stephanos who was lost at sea over 4 years ago
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ACR Electronics & AustinBlu Foundation -
Miami International Boat Show: Boating
Foundation Creating More Confident
Consumers

A movement is being created in recreational boating by the AustinBlu Foundation

The AustinBlu Foundation, Florida’s recreational boating safety advocate,
share their incredible success and hopes for further growth at the 2019
Progressive Miami International Boat Show.

http://www.austinblufoundation.org/


As of this month, the AustinBlu Foundation has funded boating safety classes
for over 1,000 students. Classes are about 5 hours and are instructed by USCG
Auxiliary members. After students complete the class, the state of Florida
issues them a Boater’s ID. In some cases, the ID can be used for discounts on
their boater’s insurance.

Supported by their founding sponsor, leading emergency beacon
manufacturer ACR Electronics, the AustinBlu Foundation also passed the first
state Beacon Bill which allows boaters who carry a 406 MHz emergency
beacon onboard an annual discount of 25% off their vessel registration. This
incentive should encourage boaters to incorporate the latest safety
technology on their list of purchases when equipping their boat. This is the
first piece of legislation in history which incentivizes safer boating practices.
As leading campaigners on beacon use and 406 MHz technology through
initiatives such as the annual 406Day and ACR SurvivorClub, safety specialist
ACR has worked with the AustinBlu foundation since 2015 to help educate
people about the benefits of devices such as EPIRBs and PLBs.

The foundation’s latest endeavors have been focused on promoting lifejacket
use. One of which is their “Make Your Mark” campaign set to launch next
month. It is a boating safety concept initiated by the AustinBlu Foundation
which encourages boaters to mark their boat name and other important
contact information on every lifejacket on board; a wise preventative
measure should a boating incident occur. The foundation is also raising funds
to pay for lifejacket loaner stations on commercial properties such as in
dining and entertainment marinas.

With two coastlines and year-round boating weather, Florida is known as the
‘boating capital of the U.S’. “There are over 900,000 registered boats just in
Florida but unfortunately not even 60% of Florida's boat owners have taken a
boating safety class. We wanted to minimize obstacles which may discourage
people from taking a class,” expressed Blu Stephanos, Foundation President.

The boating industry is an important part of the state of Florida’s economy
with a total economic impact of over $10 billion dollars a year. There are
over 5,500 businesses which employ over 55,000 people*. “We want to use
our foundation to support and promote this industry that means so much to
our home state and its people,” shared Carly Black, Foundation Vice
President.

https://www.acrartex.com/


The foundation will continue to advocate for better boating safety practices
and incentives, while growing the geographic and demographic reach of their
boating safety classes. The foundation would also like to place as many
lifejacket stations in marinas and restaurants as possible. In order to
accomplish these goals, Austin’s parents, Carly and Blu, are encouraging
companies and individuals to be part of their wave of creating a safer boating
environment through donations and sponsorships. After all, confident boaters
quickly transform into customers. To support this great cause or learn more
please contact: info@austinblufoundation.org.

For more information on ACR Electronics beacons and other safety
equipment, visit Booth C729 Tent C at Miami International Boat Show or go
to www.acrartex.com.

*Source NMMA statewide statistics.
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About the AustinBlu Foundation

It has been over 4 years since Austin Stephanos left the inlet in Jupiter, FL
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http://www.acrartex.com/


and was lost at sea. Since then, his parents Blu Stephanos and Carly Black
have dedicated themselves to their son’s foundation raising awareness by
funding boating safety classes, by creating awareness on boating safety
technology and by partnering with lawmakers to incentivize best boating
safety practices. Carly and Blu’s commitment to improve boating safety
continues; soon boaters can expect lifejacket loaner stands, boating safety
classes in new geographical areas and more work with legislators to further
incentivize the use of boating safety equipment.

About ACR Electronics, Inc.

ACR Electronics, Inc., designs and manufactures a complete line of safety and
survival products for the brands ACR, ARTEX, Skytrac, Flight Data Systems,
Ocean Signal, United Moulders (UML), and NAL Research. Available products
include Emergency Position-Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRBs), Personal
Locator Beacons (PLBs), ARTEX Emergency Locator Transmitters (ELTs), Flight
Data Monitoring, GADSS, Search and Rescue Transponders (SARTs), Strobe
Lights, Life Jacket Lights and Inflators, Boat Search Lights, and other
associated safety accessories. ACR’s facility Quality Management System
(QMS) is certified by TUV USA and is certified in accordance with AS9100C /
ISO 9001:2008 standards. Recognized as a world leader in safety and survival
technologies for over 60 years, ACR has provided life-saving equipment to
the marine, outdoor, aviation industries as well as to various government
agencies worldwide. For more information go to www.ACRARTEX.com

http://www.ACRARTEX.com

